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Message 
from the 
Chairperson
Dear Lions and Leos,

I want to thank you all for giving me the amazing opportunity 
to serve as chairperson of Lions Clubs International Foundation 
(LCIF) this year. Because of you, this past year was just 
awesome! I hope you will enjoy reading this year’s annual report, 
which highlights some of the incredible things your support 
makes possible for people in need. 

Throughout the year, I was continuously inspired by the breadth and depth of service 
Lions and Leos provided because of our global foundation. Together, we meet the 
needs in our communities every day in so many ways. Our worldwide reach is truly 
remarkable because of the work we can do through LCIF. 

Thank you to everyone who supported the foundation this year. It was my sincere 
pleasure to announce during the 106th Lions International Convention in Melbourne, 
Australia, that the generosity of Lions, Leos, partners and other supporters across 
the globe helped us raise US$75 million this fiscal year. I had no doubt that we would 
succeed in reaching our US$70 million stretch goal, but Lions and Leos always 
exceed! More importantly, every gift you made not only helped us achieve our 
fundraising goals, but also enables LCIF to award even more grants to enhance our 
service in the years and decades to come.  

Please remember to share the importance of supporting LCIF and the stories of 
service made possible through our global foundation with current and future Lions 
and Leos as we work together to achieve MISSION 1.5.  

I look forward to the collective impact we will make together in the future. 

Make a great day,

Brian E. Sheehan 
2023-2024 Chairperson, Lions Clubs International Foundation
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A Mission of Hope
Behind every LCIF grant and program is a story of inspiration. As the only global Lions foundation, 
LCIF exists to empower over 1.4 million Lions and Leos as they serve communities around the 
world. Their compassionate dedication to service brings possibilities to life for millions of people 
in need and has shaped our mission since 1968. 

LCIF supports the efforts of Lions, volunteers and partners to improve health and well-being, 
strengthen communities and support those in need to promote peace and understanding globally. 
With a focus on childhood cancer, diabetes, disaster relief, environment, humanitarian efforts, 
hunger, vision and youth, LCIF advances Lions’ service in creative, diverse and meaningful ways. 
Their stories are reflections of LCIF’s mission and guide our future.  

LCIF and the United Nations
Lions International has partnered with the United Nations (UN) for more than 75 years. Like LCIF, 
the UN seeks to address global and emerging needs of vulnerable and marginalized populations. 
To achieve this, the UN created 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)—a collection of 
interlinked global objectives designed to foster a better, more sustainable future. LCIF’s cause 
areas reflect the spirit of these goals.

www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/ The content of this publication has not been approved by the United Nations and 
does not reflect the views of the United Nations or its officials or Member States.



This past 
year was just 
AWESOME!

“

”
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CA V
$36,806,942

CA III
$1,721,948

CA II
$1,539,748

CA I
$12,475,905

CA IV
$9,799,038

CA VIII
$1,009,549

CA VII
$1,476,347

Non-affiliated/
Other 

$1,923,814

Celebrating Your Generosity
“Because of you, this past year was just AWESOME!” 
LCIF Chairperson Brian E. Sheehan exclaimed after 
announcing the fiscal year fundraising total to 
attendees of the 106th Lions International Convention 
in Melbourne, Australia. LCIF exceeded its US$70 
million stretch goal, raising US$75 million because of 
the generosity of donors worldwide. LCIF thanks every 
Lion, Leo, club, district, multiple district, organization or 
individual who made a contribution this year. Every gift 
helped us achieve our fundraising goals and enabled 
LCIF to award even more grants to enhance our service 
next year and the years to come.

CA VI
$8,010,994Funds raised by 

Constitutional Area 
(CA) in US Dollars
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CA I: United States of America and its 
affiliates, Bermuda, The Bahamas 

US$4,211,174

CA II: Canada 

US$660,324

CA III: South America, Central America, Mexico, 
Islands of the Caribbean Sea 

US$4,314,117

CA IV: Europe 

US$9,322,152

CA I

CA II

CA III

Grants
Awarded
by CA
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CA V: East Asia, Southeast Asia 

US$8,643,453

CA VI: India, South Asia,  
Middle East 

US$6,946,355

CA VII: Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, 
Indonesia, Islands of the South Pacific Ocean 

US$534,848

CA VIII: Africa 

US$5,692,765

Non-Affiliated:  US$6,087,073

Total:  US$46,412,261

CA IV

CA VIII

CA VI

CA V

CA VII



Serving Families with  
Childhood Cancer 
Lions all over the world have found unique ways to 
support families facing childhood cancer. In Ribeirão 
Preto, Brazil, the Lions of District LC6 decided to 
help expand a family hostel with a US$80,602 LCIF 
Childhood Cancer Grant, so the Children with Cancer 
Support Group can serve an additional 27 children 
and their caregivers each year. 

UN Goal Alignment: Good Health and Well-Being, 
Reduced Inequalities, Partnerships for the Goals 

Improving 
Health and 
Well-Being 

Lions seek to improve health and well-being for people living 

in their communities every day through meaningful service 

projects addressing critical needs. By funding grants to 

support childhood cancer, diabetes, vision care and more, 

LCIF empowers Lions and Leos to bring possibilities to life for 

millions of people worldwide.

Addressing Eye Health 
Challenges in Pakistan
Lions of District 305-N2 received a US$131,463 LCIF SightFirst Grant to assist 
thousands of people with vision issues in Pakistan. Through this grant funding, 
the Khyber Eye Foundation (KEF) performed 10,572 cataract surgeries, managed 
599 glaucoma patients and treated 820 patients with diabetic retinopathy. In that 
same time frame, KEF also used LCIF grant funding to host free outreach eye 
camps, screening nearly 11,000 people for vision issues. Each year, KEF examines 
approximately 54,000 outpatients, and Lions' efforts ensure their service reaches 
even more people with vision needs. 

UN Goal Alignment: Good Health and Well-Being, Reduced Inequalities, 
Partnerships for the Goals
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Expanding Camp 
Sweet Life
Camp Sweet Life is an overnight type 1 diabetes camp 
in Southern Minnesota, USA, for youth aged eight to 15, 
with a day camp option for children aged five to seven. 
Lions of District 5M-2 recognized the significance 
of supporting the expansion and enhancement of 
the camp, so they decided to apply for a grant. LCIF 
awarded Lions a US$37,500 Diabetes Grant to fund 
medical supplies, counselor training and programmatic 
expenses to enhance the camp experience.  

UN Goal Alignment: Good Health and  
Well-Being, Partnerships for the Goals

Easing Food Insecurity in Canada
In Haldimand and Norfolk County, Canada, one in nine households are food 
insecure due to poverty. Lions were awarded a US$16,275 Hunger Grant 
from LCIF to help fund Riversyde 83, a food-focused community center that is 
changing lives. This center includes an area for at-risk youth to learn cooking 
skills and receive certifications to boost their job-hunting opportunities. Plus, 
there is a budget bistro giving out free or affordable meals from food grown 
in five community gardens and donated by local businesses and farmers for 
those who are homeless or struggling financially.  

UN Goal Alignment: Good Health and Well-Being, Zero Hunger, Reduced 
Inequalities, Partnerships for the Goals

$3M$3M
US$3 Million in Grant Funding for 

the Hunger Cause Area

$1M$1M
Almost US$1 Million in Grant 

Funding for the Diabetes Cause Area
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The Serenity Suite:  
A Haven for 
Healing Hearts  
UN Goal Alignment: Good Health and 
Well-Being, Partnerships for the Goals  



Losing an infant during or before birth is a devastating and 
traumatic experience. Until now, there were not suitable 
facilities in South Yorkshire and North Nottinghamshire, 
England, for the mothers and families who were experiencing 
this loss. They had to say goodbye to their babies in a busy 
labor ward, hearing other families celebrating the cries of 
healthy newborns around them. This often made an already 
extremely difficult experience even more painful, so District 
105-N Lions used an LCIF grant to create the Serenity Suite 
facility, a specially designed space for families and parents to 
stay while dealing with the devastation of infant loss. 

The Serenity Suite is located inside the Doncaster Royal 
Infirmary facility in Doncaster, England. It allows families to 
take time and space to mourn and begin the long, painful 
process of coming to terms with losing a child prematurely, 
during childbirth or soon after childbirth. The Serenity Suite is 
part of the larger charity campaign by Doncaster and Bassetlaw 
Teaching Hospitals Charity, called The Serenity Appeal.

The suite is self-contained in a soundproof environment. It 
is equipped with a bedroom, kitchen, study area, bathroom, 
shower room and a storeroom. Beautifully decorated and 
fitted out with soft furnishings and lighting, it provides as 
much support as possible during such a highly sensitive 
and emotional time. Richard Parker OBE, chief executive at 
Doncaster and Bassetlaw Teaching Hospitals, said, “For the 
families who go through this heart-breaking experience, the 
suite will now provide a comforting and private space, where 
all their needs are met. Their pain will be eased with support 
from our specialist bereavement midwifery team.”

Consultation between District 105-N Lions and the Doncaster 
and Bassetlaw Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust set this project 
up for success. LCIF awarded a US$20,000 Matching Grant 
and the Lions used local fundraising efforts to increase 
community awareness. Thanks to the Royal College of 
Nursing, the project also had a special visitor. In September 
2023, Princess Anne unveiled an official plaque recording the 
royal visit and the opening of the Serenity Suite. 

The hospital estimates that approximately 50 mothers 
and their families will benefit from the Serenity Suite 
each year. While speaking about the new space, Rhian 
Morris, bereavement midwife working at Doncaster Royal 
Infirmary, said, “The suite will help give the families a more 
comfortable, private environment to stay in, and give them 
time to make everlasting memories with their baby. Giving 
them the time to say hello, whilst saying goodbye.”
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Learn more about LCIF grant opportunities 
by visiting lionsclubs.org/GrantsToolkit.

Princess Anne visited the Doncaster Royal Infirmary and officially opened the 
Serenity Suite.



12   LCIF |  ANNUAL REPORT 2023-2024 

Saving Children’s Sight 
LCIF awarded a US$45,346 Matching Grant to the Lions 
of District B-7 to purchase 10 Spot Vision Screeners and 
printers. This grant launched their KidSight campaign to 
screen children, identify vision problems and make referrals 
for follow-up care. With this equipment, 10 Lions clubs will 
screen over 150,000 school children in the state of Veracruz, 
Mexico.   

UN Goal Alignment: Good Health and Well-Being,  
Reduced Inequalities

Creating Summer  
Memories in Japan  
Lions in District 330-A used a US$21,059 District and Club 
Community Impact Grant to create a day of summer fun for orphans 
and families from lower socio-economic backgrounds. When they 
arrived at SBC Beetle Land, children were invited to plant trees and 
participate in other environmental activities. For instance, children 
learned about entomology by observing beetles and dragonflies, 
completing crafts and even holding some of the largest insects. 

UN Goal Alignment: Reduced Inequalities, Climate Action,  
Life on Land 

Strengthening communities around the world  

is integral to our mission. By funding grants and 

programs, LCIF empowers Lions’ service to meet 

community needs during challenging times. 

Moreover, LCIF’s diverse grant opportunities 

support innovative approaches to address 

immediate and long-term needs, expanding  

Lions' reach and service capacity. 

Strengthening 
Communities



Feeling Refreshed in Australia
Homeless individuals living in Mornington Peninsula, Australia, now 
have access to laundry and shower facilities thanks to a US$12,580 
Matching Grant Lions in District 201-V3 used to purchase a specialized 
trailer equipped with two bathrooms and a laundry cubicle. Lions 
worked with the Southern Peninsula Laundry and Shower program to 
help people without housing feel clean and refreshed. More than 360 
people are benefitting from this trailer thanks to the Lions and LCIF.   

UN Goal Alignment: Good Health and Well-Being, Clean Water and 
Sanitation, Reduced Inequalities

Staying Connected During 
Childhood Cancer Treatment
The Pediatric Oncology Ward at the Regina Margherita Children’s Hospital in Turin, 
Italy, provides stem-cell transplants for children with cancer. After the transplants, 
children must stay in isolation for 30 to 40 days. Until recently, the communication 
system allowing children to interact with loved ones and educators was frequently 
out of service. Recognizing the need for improvement, District 108-IA3 Lions used 
a US$21,659 Childhood Cancer Grant to upgrade the system. One parent described 
the difference this space made for her daughter, saying, "My daughter confided 
she was sad about not being able to attend school lessons during her treatment. 
The doctors reassured her by saying she could follow the lessons in the isolation 
gallery and she immediately felt better."

UN Goal Alignment: Good Health and Well-Being, Reduced Inequalities, 
Partnerships for the Goals

$3M$3M
US$3 Million in Grant Funding 

for the Youth Cause Area

$2M$2M
US$2 Million in Grant Funding for 
the Childhood Cancer Cause Area
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Lions Quest:  
Empowering Youth  
Across the Globe
UN Goal Alignment: Quality Education
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Over the course of four decades, Lions Quest has made a 
profound impact on youth, experienced exponential growth 
and formed meaningful partnerships to help young people 
reach their full potential. Lions Quest is LCIF’s comprehensive 
and universal, evidence-based social and emotional learning 
(SEL) and youth development program. This year marks the 
40th anniversary of LCIF’s first grant to what used to be the 
independent organization, Quest International. Over the years, 
the two organizations grew closer, leading LCIF to purchase 
the program in 2002. To date, LCIF has awarded more than 
360 grants for a cumulative total of more than US$20 million 
to expand or establish Lions Quest programs across the United 
States and around the world. Exponential growth has been 
the natural result of this investment, with 20 million students 
reached in 40 languages across 110 countries. 

Lions Quest’s story began in 1975, when a determined 
teenager named Rick Little set out on a “quest” to help other 
young people develop the skills and strength of character 
needed to succeed as adults. Little started his journey by 
conducting a survey of over 2,000 high school students to truly 
understand the issues that concerned them most. This initial 
success prompted expansion into programming for middle 
school students and the development of Skills for Adolescence, 
which pioneered an SEL program for young people before it 
was a trend. 

With the same spirit of innovation, Lions Quest has 
undertaken a full-scale revision of the curriculum, training 
and supplemental content. Alvin Atkinson, a member of the 
Winston-Salem Twin City Host Lions Club, said, “Youth today 
are not like youth 10 to 15 years ago. Fortunately, because 
Lions Quest is evidence-based, it sees what works and what 
doesn't and evolves as technology and our lives evolve.”

In the new curriculum, materials are being revised to be more 
dynamic and student-centered, while also being shorter and 
more streamlined. The goal is to make the lessons easier 
to use and more effective. Each curated resource works 
seamlessly to help children and young adults acquire and 
effectively apply the knowledge and skills necessary to 
understand and manage emotions, set and achieve goals, feel 
and show empathy for others, establish positive relationships 
and make responsible decisions. 

Youth today are not like youth 
10 to 15 years ago. Fortunately, 
because Lions Quest is evidence-
based, it sees what works and 
what doesn't and evolves as 
technology and our lives evolve.

“

”




