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Chip Harris, trainer at Lions Quest, said, “I think the social 
and emotional learning pieces of the Lions Quest program are 
critical. They were critical when I started my career over 40 
years ago, and they're equally — maybe more — important 
today, largely because social and emotional learning brings 
people together, and allows them to be able to respect and 
appreciate each other.”

In the same way Lions Quest has proactively remodeled its 
programming to effectively meet the needs of youth, it has also 
engaged in meaningful partnerships to expand its work. For 
the last 10 years, Lions Quest has partnered with the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. Their work has focused 
on school-based drug prevention, which resulted in Lions 

Quest students reporting reductions in substance abuse. More 
recently, Lions Quest also created antibullying materials as part 
of LCIF’s participation in The Choose Kindness Project. These 
materials leverage existing Lions Quest content and incorporate 
new methodologies and teaching strategies that feature the 
latest research in efforts to reach more students. 

In only 40 years, Lions Quest has shaped SEL for millions of 
youth around the world. As the program evolves, it will continue 
offering students curriculum and resources to build the skills 
needed to navigate life and prevent bullying and substance 
abuse. This proactive evolution will propel Lions Quest’s legacy 
of innovation into the next decade.  

Learn more about Lions Quest by visiting lions-quest.org.



LCIF grants US$900,000 toward the expansion of the 
Quest Program.

LCIF purchases Lions Quest programs. Skills for 
Growing, Skills for Action, and Skills for Adolescence 
receive CASEL “Select SEL” ratings.

Skills for Growing (grades K-5) is piloted in U.S.  
and Canada.

Lions Quest reaches over 85 countries  
and more than 13 million students.

International expansion begins in the United Kingdom.

Skills for Adolescence is printed in Arabic marking  
the 30th language in which Lions Quest materials 
are available.

Skills for Action (grades 9-12) is introduced and made 
available in 10 languages. More than 32,000 schools in 
22 countries are participating in Lions Quest programs.

Lions Quest is implemented in over 110 countries, 
training 800,000 educators and impacting more than  
20 million students.

LCIF becomes a Founding Member of 
The Choose Kindness Initiative.

Lions Quest celebrates the 40th anniversary of the first LCIF 
grant to support programming and 10 years of partnership 
with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.
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By responding to disaster, addressing food insecurity, 

investing in youth development programs and so much more, 

Lions and Leos are supporting those in need. Their agile 

service, driven by a keen awareness of community hardships, 

delivers hope to people around the world. Standing right 

beside them is LCIF, with resources to ensure Lions can help 

their communities face unthinkable circumstances.

Creating an Inclusive,  
Eco-Friendly Playground   
Recognizing the evolving needs of community members 
facing mobility challenges, Lions in District 5 SKN received a 
US$84,630 Matching Grant from LCIF to create a playground 
that is inclusive for disabled children. While playgrounds can 
be made from a variety of materials, this playground is made 
with a completely rubberized surface derived from 10,000 
recycled tires and the soles of 13,000 Nike shoes, making it 
both eco-conscious and exceptionally safe for those using it. 
Through this innovative project, Martensville was deemed tire 
and shoe neutral. 

UN Goal Alignment: Reduced Inequalities, Sustainable Cities and 
Communities, Life on Land

Delivering Food on 
Time in Hungary
Hungarian Evangelical Fellowship was serving more than 500 
people in need by renting a nine-person bus to deliver meals. 
When the bus was no longer sufficient and meals were arriving 
late, the Budapest Mozaik Lions Club received a US$57,734 
LCIF Hunger Grant to purchase three cars to help deliver food 
on time and wherever it is needed.

UN Goal Alignment:  Zero Hunger, Reduced Inequalities, 
Partnerships for the Goals

Supporting 
Those in 
Need 

Photo by Mr. Márton Béres



Comforting Childhood 
Cancer Patients in Nigeria 
The Federal Medical Center in Lagos is one of Nigeria’s 
dedicated hospitals for treating childhood cancer. Most 
caregivers of children living with cancer travel from 
different cities and states in Nigeria to visit the hospital. 
LCIF awarded a US$147,038 Childhood Cancer Grant to 
construct a building with 22 en-suite rooms, ensuring a 
more comfortable stay for families.

UN Goal Alignment: Good Health and Well-Being, 
Partnerships for the Goals

Offering Free Skin Cancer 
Screenings 
Australia has one of the highest rates of skin cancer in the world, with at least 
two in three people developing skin cancer by the age of 70. Because of the 
lack of public funds for skin checks in the region, Lions of District 201-V2 
used a US$100,000 LCIF Matching Grant to purchase and equip a mobile 
cancer screening unit. Trish Tosh was the first person screened and volunteers 
identified a suspicious spot that was later found to be cancer, and surgically 
removed. “I cannot thank the Lions enough for providing this service because 
I know, without having the opportunity to get my skin checked, I wouldn’t 
have thought anything about that little lump on my arm and it could have been 
a totally different outcome if left unchecked,” Tosh said. To date, more than 
9,200 people have been screened in the van. Additionally, more than 41 life-
threatening lesions were discovered because of this project.  

UN Goal Alignment: Good Health and Well-Being

$1M$1M
US$1 Million in Grant Funding  

for the Environment Cause Area

$12M$12M
US$12 Million in Grant Funding for the 

Disaster Relief Cause Area
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Paths to Restoration:  
LCIF Disaster Relief
UN Goal Alignment: Reduced Inequalities, 
Sustainable Cities and Communities
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Bringing Hope to the Community
UN Goal Alignment: Decent Work and Economic Growth, 
Quality Education, Sustainable Cities and Communities

Mezitli Lions Social Center, located in the Mersin province of 
Türkiye, opened on June 9, 2024, thanks to a US$3,823,211 
Designated Grant from LCIF. Following the catastrophic 
earthquake in February 2023, over 51,000 people lost their 
lives, thousands more were injured and many were displaced 
and without shelter. Lions responded quickly to care for 
immediate needs and developed long-term plans to support the 
impacted community. With the Mezitli Lions Social Center, Lions 
will provide 1,600 women with vocational training, preschool 
for 120 children, screenings for 1,500 people and more.

Rebuilding After a Devastating Earthquake
UN Goal Alignment: Zero Hunger, Quality Education, Sustainable Cities and Communities

In April 2024, a powerful earthquake hit south of Taipei, killing nine people and injuring more than 900. Lions of MD300A knew 
they had to step in to help. They received a US$100,000 Major Catastrophe Grant from LCIF to repair and equip a school that was 
damaged by the earthquake. LCIF also provided two US$10,000 Emergency Grants. This funding purchased food to help people with 
immediate needs. Approximately 5,000 individuals benefited from the two Emergency Grants.



collapsed houses. With transportation posing a formidable 
challenge, Lions purchased eight mini trucks to reach as many 
people as possible. Beyond these essentials, the grant also 
purchased tents for Lions to use as outdoor soup kitchens, 
where people could come together for a warm meal and 
mutual support.   

“It is hard to describe the fear and confusion that comes with a 
terrible disaster like this one, but we are resilient and together, 
we will rebuild. We are so grateful to LCIF for helping us 
through this tragic event. They are restoring the hope everyone 
thought they had lost,” District Governor Susumu Koide of 
District 334-D said.

Even under the toughest conditions, Lions are committed to 
helping communities recover from disaster with hope. LCIF 
Disaster Relief Grants enable Lions to look beyond the chaos of 
these catastrophes and focus on impactful community service. 
As the only global foundation serving Lions, LCIF is grateful to 
be able to provide a variety of grant opportunities to support 
different phases of disaster relief efforts made possible by the 
generous contributions of donors worldwide.

“When disasters strike, Lions are among the first to respond 
to the needs of the people impacted,” 2023-2024 LCIF 
Chairperson Brian Sheehan said. “Our members live and work 
in the region and will remain poised to help communities 
continue to rebuild long after this tragedy. LCIF is proud to be 
able to support their efforts.”

Responding to Japan’s Noto Earthquake 
UN Goal Alignment: Reduced Inequalities, Sustainable  
Cities and Communities

“This is the most devastating earthquake we’ve seen in 
this area in eight years. Thousands of people’s lives were 
torn apart from this catastrophe,” said Lion Norio Kataoka 
of Kanazawa Kikusui Lions Club and zone chair of Shigeru 
Sugimoto. On January 1, 2024, a massive earthquake ripped 
through the Noto Peninsula of Ishikawa Prefecture, Japan. 
This earthquake had a moment magnitude of 7.5 and a focal 
depth of 10 kilometers (6.2 miles), resulting in a massive trail 
of destruction. There were 245 confirmed deaths and 1,298 
injuries. At least 89,666 structures were damaged, including 
more than 76,000 houses, leaving families stranded without a 
roof over their heads. People were forced to live in evacuation 
shelters for months, and thousands of households went without 
running water. 

This record-breaking disaster is the deadliest earthquake in 
Japan since the 2016 Kumamoto earthquakes and the largest 
earthquake to strike Ishikawa since at least 1885. After seeing 
how many lives this earthquake impacted, Lions quickly 
took action. LCIF awarded a US$200,000 Major Catastrophe 
Grant to Lions in Japan for disaster relief and an LCIF Rescue 
Committee was established. 

Lions distributed sanitary items, disposable heating pads, 
cardboard beds, water, bags of wash-free rice, vegetable 
juice, sandbags, oral hygiene products and diapers. However, 
providing these supplies was not easy. The roads leading to 
the affected region were difficult for Lions to navigate, as 
the already narrow streets were cluttered with debris from 
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Read more LCIF stories on the Lions Blog by visiting 
lionsclubs.org/blog



Recovering from a Historic Flood 
UN Goal Alignment: Sustainable Cities and Communities

Torrential rains pounded southern Brazil in late April 2024, 
causing deadly floods. At least 150 people were killed, over 
500,000 were displaced and the rains continued well into May. 
In an effort to help those most impacted by the storms, Lions 
received a US$100,000 Major Catastrophe Grant to provide 
kitchen appliances, such as compact stoves, for families whose 
homes had been significantly damaged by the rising waters and 
had no way to complete basic tasks such as cooking meals. 

September 2023 
Morocco Earthquake Relief  

October 2023 
Mexico Hurricane Relief 

November 2023 
Nepal Earthquake Relief

January 2024 
Japan Earthquake Relief

February 2024 
Australia Flood Relief

March 2024 
Texas Wildfire Relief

April 2024 
Hualien Earthquake Relief

May 2024 
Brazil Flood Relief

ANNUAL REPORT 2023-2024 |  LCIF   23

Major Catastrophe Grants Awarded
Major Catastrophe Grants are awarded for long-term reconstruction projects due to disasters that occur on a large scale.
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Partnerships 
Lead to  
Greater Impact

As global leaders in humanitarian and 

community service, Lions and Leos respond to 

community needs with dynamic agility. LCIF 

empowers this service and helps connect 

Lions to impactful corporations, foundations 

and governments to improve outcomes for 

communities across the world.

Bringing Comprehensive 
Vision Care to Zambia
Through a new partnership with the Lavelle 
Fund for the Blind, a large-scale comprehensive 
eye health project will launch in the Western 
Province of Zambia, implemented by Lions Aid 
Zambia. The project  provides service delivery in 
five underserved, rural districts of the Western 
Province. A robust screening and training program 
will be at the heart of the project, resulting in over 
25,000 people screened and ophthalmic staff 
members trained in cataract operations.

UN Goal Alignment: Good Health and Well-Being, 
Partnerships for the Goals, Reduced Inequalities

Supporting School Meals 
in Four Countries  
World Food Program USA and LCIF began a US$4 
million partnership to provide school meals in four 
countries through the United Nations World Food 
Programme. Each organization will contribute US$2 
million to this joint effort, ensuring school children in 
Ecuador, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Uganda have access 
to nutrient-rich food.

UN Goal Alignment: Zero Hunger, Good Health and  
Well-Being, Partnerships for the Goals, Reduced 
Inequalities



Expanding Sight For Kids  
Programming to Egypt   
LCIF and Johnson & Johnson expanded the Sight For Kids 
program to schools in Egypt. During its first campaign, and in 
cooperation with the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Education, 
Lions conducted a comprehensive screening for eye disorders in 
273 schools in the Ashmun and Menouf districts of the Menoufia 
Governorate. By the end of October 2023, more than 250,000 
students were examined. This year, LCIF and Johnson & Johnson 
proudly announced that the Sight For Kids program has impacted 
more than 50 million children worldwide.

UN Goal Alignment: Good Health and Well-Being,  
Partnerships for the Goals, Reduced Inequalities 

Uniting to Fight  
Hunger in India 
LCIF and Lions of MD-322 partnered with Norisys Technology 
Private Unlimited, to provide roti to the citizens of Siliguri 
who do not have access to sufficient food. The flatbread, 
vegetable curry and pickles were delivered via 10 vans 
driving around the community. It is estimated that the project 
will provide 5,000 meals to people in need each day, helping 
ease hunger and malnutrition in India. 

UN Goal Alignment:  Zero Hunger, Good Health  
and Well-Being, Partnerships for the Goals,  
Reduced Inequalities

$15M$15M
US$15 Million in Innovative Grants for  

Lions' efforts in the Humanitarian Cause Area

$8M$8M
US$8 Million in Grant Funding 

for the Vision Cause Area
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A Dream for Generations:  
Sar-La Education Trust
UN Goal Alignment: Quality Education, Gender Equality, 
Partnerships for the Goals 




